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SUBJECT: OKINAWA DEMONSTRATORS FORCE SUSPENSION OF U.S. 
MARINE FIRING EXERCISES 


PAGE 2 RHAIBQA4925 CONFIDENTIAL 
REF: NAHA 438 

L LEFTIST DEMONSTRATORS FORCED PARTICAL SUSPENSION OF USMC ARTILLERY 

FIRING EXERCISE OVER OKINAWA PREFECTURAL HIGHWAY 104 ON 

OCT 16 AND COMPLETE SUSPENSION OF EXERCISE SCHEDULED FOR OCT 17. 

2. USMC SOURCES (WHICH REPORTING INCIDENT SEPARATELY) CONFIRM THAT 
OKINAWAN PRESS COVERAGE OF EVENTS ON OCT 16 WAS GENERALLY ACCURATE. 
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MORNING PHASE OF EXERCISE TOOK PLACE AFTER SLIGHT DELAY IN WHICH 
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POLICE CLEARED DEMONSTRATORS. DURING RECESS BETWEEN 1200 AND 1300 
HOURS, PROTESTORS PARKED SOME 100 CARS ON HIGGWAY. POLICE GRADUALLY 
REMOVED CARS. BUT FIRING COULD NOT BE RESUMED ON AFTERNOON OF OCT 16. 
DURING SCUFFLES WITH RIOT POLICE, SEVERAL PERSONS WERE INJURED 
INCLUDING SOCIALIST DIET MEMBER UEHARA (FORMER HEAD OF ZENGUNRO, 
MILITARY WORKERS UNION). 

3. USMC SOURCES STATE THAT STUDENT ACTIVISTS REMAINED IN AREA OVER- 
NIGHT AND WERE CAMPED AT FIRING IMPACT AREA ON THE MORNING OF OCT 17. 
POLICE MADE EFFORTS TO DISLODGE THEM, BUT DELAY FINALLY FORCED 
CANCELLATION OF ENTIRE DAYS EXERCISE. THIS IS APPARENTLY THE FIRST 
TIME SUCH A FIRING EXERCISE HAS BEEN STOPPED COMPLETELY. USMC 
PLANS TO RESCHEDULE THE EXERCISE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, PERHAPS FOR 
OCT 28. 
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4. OCT 17 OKINAWA PRESS GAVE HEAVY COVERAGE TO EVENT WITH BLOW-BY- 
BLOW REPORT OF DEVELOPMENTS OCT 16 AND REPORT THAT JSP PLANS STRONG 
PLOTEST AGAINST JOG AND USG RE INJURIES TO DIET MEMBER UEHARA. 

LENGTHY ARTICLE ON BACKGROUND TO HIGHWAY 104 FIRING RANGE ALLEGED 
THAT USMC OFFICER IN CHARGE OF TRAINING COMMENTED THAT IF ARTILLERY 
TRAINING COULD NOT BE CONDUCTED ON A REGULAR SCHEDULE THERE WOULD 
BE NO SENSE FOR MARINES TO REMAIN ON OKINAWA. 

5. COMMENT: LEFT IS CLEARLY FLEXING ITS MUSCLES, PLAYING BOTH ON 
BROAD SENSITIVITY TO NUCLEAR ISSUE AND DOWN-TO-EARTH PUBLIC CONCERNS 
OVER FIRING EXERCISES AND OIL PIPELINE. UEHARA INJURY WILL PROBABLY 
GET HEAVY PLAY. AND LEFT WILL WANT TO MAINTAIN MOMENTUM BY 

AGAIN INTERFERING WITH USMC ARTILLERY EXERCISE IF IT IS RESCHEDULED 
SOON. NOT CLEAR AS YET WHETHER UPSURGE IN LOCAL OKINAWAN LEFTIST 
PROTEST ACTIVITY IS RELATED TO PROSPECTIVE PRESIDENTIAL VISIT TO 
JAPAN OR SIMPLY TO CONVERGENCE OF EVENTS, INCLUDING LAROCQUE 
TESTIMONY AND ARTILLERY EXERCISE. 
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